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as literally true, the value of convenient signs
to prepare us for such experience as is yet
absent cannot be called truth : it is plainly
nothing but a necessary inaccuracy. So, too,
with the question of the survival of the
human individual after death. For radical
empiricism a human individual is simply a
certain cycle or complex of terms, like any
other natural fact; that some echoes of his
mind should recur after the regular chimes
have ceased, would have nothing paradoxical
about it. A mathematical world is a good
deal like music, with its repetitions and trans-
positions, and a little trill, which you might
call a person, might well peep up here and
there all over a vast composition. Some-
thing of that sort may be the truth of
spiritualism ; but it is not what the spirit-
ualists imagine. Their whole interest lies
not in the experiences they have, but in the
interpretation they give to them, assigning
them to troubled spirits in another world;
but both another world and a spirit are
notions repugnant to a radical empiricism.

I think it is important to remember, if we
are not to misunderstand William James, that
his radical empiricism and pragmatism were